
Allscott Meads EYFS Curriculum Plan 
 

 Autumn 1 Autum 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

National and Whole 
School Events 

Harvest Festival  
Black History Month  
Halloween  
 

Anti Bullying Week  
Children in Need  
Remembrance Day  
Christmas  

Internet Safety  
St Valentine’s Day  

Comic Relief 
Sports Relief 
Easter  
Science Week  

Walk to School Week  Transitions  
Road Safey Week  

Forest School/Outdoor 
Learning  

Throughout the year children will use the outdoor area to observe and learn about seasonal change  

Forest School Rules and Boundaries  
Promote free exploration  

Exploring Materials  
Large Scale Mark Making 

Exploring textures 
Natural materials  

Planting  
Plant Growth  

Caring for living things 
Shelter Building  

Winter changes  
Using tools  

Yearly Repeated Texts 
to support worldly 
goings on  

The Colour Monster Goes to School! And 
Our Class is a Family. – Staring School  
Leaf Man. The Rollaway Pumpkin and The 
Very Helpful Hedgehog – Autumn  
Room on the Broom – Halloween  
 

Hovis the Hedgehog! And Sparks in 
the Sky – Bonfire Night  
Poppies – Remembrance Day  
The Polar Express, The Christmas 
Story and A world of Cookies for 
Santa – Christmas  
 

New Year Around the World! – 
New Year 
Mr Wolfs Pancakes and The 
Runaway Pancake – Shrove 
Tuesday 
Hug Time – Valentines  

A Basket of Eggs, We’re Going on 
an Egg Hunt and The Very Frist 
Easter – Easter  

 The Cautious Caterpillar and 
Think Big! – Transition and 
Change Stories  

Texts to support 
Allscott 6 school Values  

Belong Respect Inspire Kind  Enjoy Succeed 

All are Welcome by Alexandra Penfold 
Mr Big by Ed Vere  

A Little Respectful Spot by Diane 
Alber 
What If Everybody Did That? By 
Ellen Javernick  

The Most Magnificent Thing 
by Ashley Spires 
The Boy, The Fox, The Mole 
and The Horse by Charlie 
Mackery  

Kindness Makes us Strong by 
Sophie Beer  
Namaste is a Greeting by Suma 
Subramaniam  
 

From Rain to Rainbows by 
Various Artists 
Cloudy With a Chance of 
Meatball by Judi Barett 

The Magical Yet by Angela 
DiTerlizzi 
The Wonderful Things You Will 
Be by Emily Winfield Martin   

 Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B  

Topic Heading  Becoming Me Who Am I? Going 
Somewhere… 

Yuck! 
 

Back in Time! Oliver 
Jeffers 

Let’s Get 
Growing! 

Spring has 
Sprung!  

Julia 
Donaldson  

Around 
the World. 

Our 
Favourite 

Things  

Where Have I 
been? 

 

Suggested Quality Text 
Suggestions 

(Subject to 
Change with 
Children’s 
Interests) 
Traditional Tales 

Marvellous Me 
The Growing 
Story 
Only One you! 
What if 
everybody did 
that? 
 

The Most Magnificent 
thing.  
Three Little Pigs 

On the way 
home. 
The River 
Martha Maps it 
Out  
The Gingerbread 
Man 
 

The Disgusting 
Sandwich.  
The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff 
Smelly Louis.  
Yukky Worms.  
Spider 
Sandwiches.  

 

Martha Maps It 
out in Time!  
Dogger 
Rosie’s Hat 
The Old Toy 
Room  
The Elves and 
the Shoemaker 
The Girl and 
the Dinosaur 
The Toymaker 

 

How to 
Catch a Star  
Stuck 
The Heart 
and the 
Bottle 
The Day the 
Crayons 
Quit 
The Great 
Paper Caper  
The Way 
Back Home  
This Moose 
Belongs to 
Me   

Sam Plants a 
Sunflower 
Planting a 
Rainbow 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk. 
The Very 
Hungry 
Caterpillar 
Who is in the 
Egg? 
 

The Tiny seed.  
Goldilocks and 
the Three 
Bears 
Tadpoles 
Promise.  
Rosie’s Walk.  
Mama Built a 
Little Nest 
Little Bears 
Spring  
 

The Gruffalo 
Monkey Puzzle 
The Ugly Five 
The Oak Tree 
The Highway 
Rat 
The Smartest 
Giant in Town  
Sharing a Shell  

The 
Precious 
Fruit  
Clever 
Rabbit and 
King Lion  
The Dragon 
of Krakow 
Handa 
Surprise  
The Girl 
who went 
to the 
Arctic  
 

To Be 
discussed 

with Children  

Parent 
contributions  

Contextual Experiences Police Visit 
Occupational 
Visits 
 

Occupational/People 
Who Help Us Visits 
 

 Occupational 
Visits 
 

Museum Visit  Storyteller Occupational 
Visits 
Garden Centre 
Visit  

Occupational 
Visits 
Farm Visit  

Storyteller    

Communication and 
Language 

• Listening, 
Attention and 
Understanding 

Make comments about their play which may 
lead to a conversation.  
-Know when they are being addressed 
directly and respond appropriately.  

- Engage in back-and-forth 
conversations with a peer or 
teacher. 
-Ask ‘why’ questions about the 
world around them. 

-Respond to questions asked, 
verbally.   
-Recognise when the teacher 
is addressing the whole class 
or an individual.  

- Take part in small group 
discussions where one person 
talks at a time. 
-Providing a spoken narrative for 
their own play.  

- Recognise when a response 
is required during whole class 
and small group discussions 
(register, direct questions, 
call and response etc.).  

- Take turns when talking with 
peers and teachers, listening 
when they are not talking. 
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• Speaking 
 
 
Nursery  
Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-When prompted talk about experiences in 
the immediate past.  
- Consistently use short phrases when 
expressing their needs.    
 
- Know the different ways they can show 
they are listening and understanding when 
engaged in conversation and on the carpet.  
- Demonstrate understanding of what is 
being discussed by contributing to small-
group conversations. 
-Adapt their own language of past and 
present tense based on the model of a 
teacher.  
-Talk to a teacher and peers about what has 
happened, what is happening and what will 
happen. 
- Communicate with the lunchtime staff to 
order their lunch using appropriate 
language. 

- Use a teacher’s model when 
narrating their play.  
- Engage with and begin to perform 
teacher created stories.  
-Respond to questions posed by 
familiar adults around school. 
 
-Initially respond to adult led 
conversations and then continue to 
share their ideas.  
-Use a variety of question starters 
to develop understanding of a 
specific topic.  
-During play engage in 
conversation with peers, having a 
conversation about their play and 
other topics. 
-Imitate a teacher’s model of using 
memorable vocabulary, using 
actions to support in drawing club. 

- Follow two-part instructions 
and provide simple responses 
to demonstrate their 
understanding. 
- Talk about previous 
experiences in and out of 
school. 
- Use short phrases when 
asking and responding to 
questions. 
 
- When engaged in a 
conversation, demonstrate 
they are listening  
- Spontaneously offer 
comments to whole class 
conversations.  
-Use a variety of verbs in all 
three tenses when talking 
about their play and 
experiences out of school.  
-Develop a love for drawing 
club learning new vocabulary 
linked to story and action.   
-Speak in extended sentences, 
with the use of conjunctions.  
-Confidently greet and express 
their wants and needs with an 
adult around school, using 
appropriate language. 
-Understands the use on non-
fiction books 

- Perform teacher created stories, 
which include the use of newly 
introduced vocabulary. 
- Know when they are being asked 
a direct question and answer with 
an appropriate response. 
-Understand why questions  
 
 
 
-Engage in and instigate 
conversations of interest to them, 
during play.  
-Ask questions to develop their 
understanding of topics which 
interest them. 
- Engage in a back-and-forth 
conversation led by a teacher 
during play. 
-Recall and talk about memorable 
vocabulary. 
-Is able to use non-fiction texts 
with an adult to support their 
interests and questioning.  
 
 

- Talk about previous 
experiences in and out of 
school with attempts made 
to use the past form of verbs. 
- Speak in full sentences 
when expressing their needs 
or asking and responding to 
questions. 
 
- Add relevant comments to 
whole class and small group 
discussions to demonstrate 
their attention and 
understanding. 
- Talk in the past tense about 
what they have enjoyed 
doing in school and at home, 
using newly introduced 
language. 
- Create their own story 
scenes linked to drawing club 
which embed new 
vocabulary. 
- Speak in extended 
sentences, with the use of 
conjunctions, when talking 
about what has happened, 
what is happening and what 
will happen. 

-Spontaneously ask ‘why’ 
questions about things that 
interest them.  
- Talk with others, during their 
play, about what they are doing 
whilst following a turn-taking 
style of conversation. 
- Use new and memorable 
vocabulary, acquired from a 
range of stories, when at play. 
-Use stories in their play  
 
- Respond to adults and their 
peers to either add to the 
conversation or provide an 
answer to a posed question. 
- Ask questions about a range 
of topics (stories, the natural 
world, different cultures, their 
immediate environment etc.) in 
order to clarify their 
understanding. 
- Engage in a meaningful back 
and forth conversation during 
play with a peer or teacher 
where both parties contribute. 
- Consistently use new and 
memorable vocabulary, 
acquired from a range of texts, 
through imaginative play and in 
storytelling.  
- Communicate with adults 
around school in a variety of 
contexts using appropriate 
language. 

Early Learning Goals Listening, Attention and Understanding Speaking 

• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and 
during whole class discussions and small group interactions.  
• Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding.  
• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

• Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary.  
• Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.  
• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present 
and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 
Development 

• Self Regulation 

• Managing Self 

- Use the words ‘sad’, ‘happy’, ‘scared’ and 
‘excited’ to describe how they are feeling. 
- Work towards a -play-related goal which 
has been set by a teacher. 
- Listen to a single-step instruction and 
complete it with a teacher. 

- Comfort a peer who is feeling a 
negative emotion. 
- Observe models from teachers 
and peers as to how play and work 
can be revisited and improved. 
- Know when to wash hands 
throughout the school day. 

- Know a range of more 
complex emotions (confused, 
nervous, shy etc.). 
- Work with teachers to set 
themselves a play-related 
goal. 
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• Building 
Relationships  

 
Nursery  
Reception 

- Begin to vary play choices across the 
environment. 
- Verbally inform teachers when they need 
the toilet. 
- Ask for food or drink when necessary. 
- Try a selection of fruit and vegetables. 
- Play alongside peers when Learning 
Through Play. 
- Understand the results of good and poor 
choices. 
 
 
- Observe teacher models on regulating a 
range of big emotions and talk about which 
might work for them. 
- Independently consider how play-related 
goals can be achieved and begin to talk 
about this with peers. 
- Study and imitate turn-taking and sharing 
strategies which are modelled by teachers. 
- Explore their learning environment and 
talk about which play opportunities they 
find most enjoyable. 
- Work with peers when working towards 
play goals. 
- With support and reminders from 
teachers, change self to be ready for PE and 
forest school. 
- Play with a variety of peers depending on 
the chosen Learning Through Play 
opportunity. 
- Use talk and play to build relationships 
with teachers and their peers. 
- Be aware of safety around the community 
area. 
 
 
 

- Use clothing to adapt to weather. 
- Know the equipment needed to 
effectively brush their teeth. 
- Tell a peer when they have 
caused a negative emotion. 
- Talk confidently with trusted 
adults in school. 
 
- Talk with peers when they are 
feeling a range of emotions. 
- Talk to teachers and peers about 
how they demonstrate a ‘never 
give up’ attitude.  
- With teacher guidance, complete 
instructions with multiple steps. 
- Know and have a say in creating a 
set of class rules which must be 
agreed upon and followed by all. 
- Know the rules which make up 
the highway code and which 
elements apply to pedestrians. 
- Talk about and take part in 
activities which keep us healthy 
including exercise, diet, washing 
and dental care. 
- Study – and begin to imitate - 
teacher models for resolving 
conflicts with their peers. 
- Recognise and build relationships 
with members of the school’s 
Senior Leadership Team. 

- Listen to and attempt to 
follow a single-step instruction 
alone. 
- Play with friends across a 
range of opportunities. 
- Inform teachers when they 
are hungry or thirsty and 
know what to do. 
- Talk about their favourite 
fruits and vegetables. 
- Play with friends rather than 
alongside them and display 
enjoyment in this. 
 
- Approach teachers when 
they are feeling a big emotion 
and talk about regulating 
these feelings. 
- Set themselves a goal and 
talk to peers and teachers 
about how they intend to 
achieve it. 
- Use different strategies to 
ensure toys and equipment 
are shared fairly. 
- Follow their own interests, 
playing with a varied group of 
peers. 
- Dress and undress for PE and 
forest school, knowing the 
correct order actions should 
be done. 
- Develop relationships with a 
variety of peers. 
- Vary talk and behaviour 
based on whether they are 
speaking to a peer or a 
teacher. 

Early learning Goal  Self-Regulation Managing Self Building Relationships 

• Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate 
their behaviour accordingly. 
• Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control 
their immediate impulses when appropriate.  
• Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when 
engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or 
actions. 

• Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience 
and perseverance in the face of challenge.  
• Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave 
accordingly.  
• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, 
going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food 
choices. 

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.  
• Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers.  
• Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 

Physical Development 

• Gross Motor 
Skills 

• Fine Motor Skills 
 
Nursery  
Reception 
 
 

- Sit on a scooter board and use feet to 
control movements. 
- When playing games, follow rules which 
are set by an adult. 
- Sit on an inflatable exercise ball, lifting one 
and two feet off the ground.  
-Mirror the turns of their teacher when 
dancing. 
- Hold a paintbrush using a fisted grasp 
technique. 

- Play indoor and outdoor games 
with an adult and begin to learn 
about rules. 
- Use two hands to catch a scarf 
which has been thrown into the air. 
- Enjoy joining in with songs, 
dances and ring games. 
- Work with an adult to use dual-
control scissors when cutting. 

- Ride a balance bike using a 
walking motion for 
movement. 
- Step and jump from point to 
point, staying in the marked 
area each time. 
- Jump to avoid a rope being 
swung in a circle. 
-Copy arm and leg movements 
of their teacher when dancing. 
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- Dry hands using a hand dryer and know 
when they are dry. 
- Do and undo Velcro on items including 
shoes and book bags. 
 
 
 
 
- Experiment using alternating feet to push 
when riding a scooter to see which works 
better. 
- With support from an adult, move across a 
low balance beam, using the non-supported 
hand for balance. 
- Hold a rope in both hands and throw it 
overhead to retrieve a cone. 
-Explore different ways of leaping and use 
them in dance routines.  
- Follow lines and patterns, with increasing 
accuracy, when holding a pencil. 
- Practise obstacle courses to familiarise self 
with ‘under’, ‘over’, ‘around’ and ‘through’. 
- Safely use a knife to cut food whilst holding 
it in place. 

- With a jumper over their head, 
independently place arms through 
each sleeve. 
- Use a four-finger grip when using 
a pencil. 
- Use a spoon and fork to scoop 
food from a bowl or plate. 
 
- Begin to play games, previously 
taught and led by an adult, 
independently and follow the 
known rules. 
- Catch a bean bag using one hand, 
throwing it up and catching 
independently. 
- Begin to move rhythmically and 
dance in response to changes in 
the music. 
- Use thick paint brushes, using the 
whole arm to paint a large surface. 
- Follow lines, including gentle 
curves, when using scissors 
independently. 
- Thread laces through increasingly 
smaller holes. 
- Apply glue to smaller materials by 
rubbing on the top of a glue stick. 
- Practise scrubbing technique, 
experimenting with pace and 
pressure to avoid pain and damage 
to teeth. 

- Turn the tap on 
independently when hand 
washing. 
- Place shoes on the floor in 
the correct position (right and 
left). 
- Open and close a selection of 
toothpaste and other 
containers. 

 
- When riding a balance bike, 
make simple turns and 
changes of direction by 
leaning body left and right. 
- When throwing at a given 
target, know whether an over 
or underarm throw would be 
more effective and talk 
through the reasoning for this. 
- Step onto a low balance 
beam, with support, and then 
balance in position 
independently. 
- Skip using a rope held 
themselves, jumping with 
both feet. 
 -Experiment with different 
balances and use them in 
dance routines.  
- Write and draw in different 
directions, including curves 
and angles, to promote 
dynamism.  
- Use a fork to hold food in 
place whilst the knife cuts. 

Early Learning Goal Gross Motor Skills Fine Motor Skills 
• Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others.  
• Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing.  
• Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing 

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases. • Use a 
range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery.  
• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

Literacy  

• Comprehension 

• Word Reading 

• Writing 
 
Nursery  
Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Use peg dolls and assign roles to them 
from familiar stories. 
- Notice repeated words and refrains in 
shared stories. 
- Discuss their experiences in school with 
teachers. 
- Recognise the capital letter at the start of 
their name. 
- Fold page carefully when reading lift-the-
flap books. 
- Use mark making alongside a teacher 
during play. 
- Make marks using sand, water and mud  
 

- Join in with memorable and 
repeated vocabulary. 
- Spot repeating narratives in 
stories and rhymes. 
- Describe what they can see in 
illustrations. 
- Recall rhymes from revisited 
stories and nursery rhymes. 
- Join in with teachers when 
clapping syllables for words from 
the stories they read. 
- Create images for words which 
are read to them. 

-Understand parts of a story 
and can discuss these within 
small group learning  
- Explore non-fiction texts and 
understand that these give 
information  
- Independently chooses 
stories and enjoying looking 
through, naming the different 
parts of a book  
- Join in with stories that are 
being read to them  
- Retell familiar stories within 
play  

-Use writing/mark making within 
play, making use of the message 
centre and labelling of games and 
creations  
-Study illustrations as a group and 
discuss these, asking questions 
and making comments 
- Listen to and join in nursery 
rhymes thtough sing and sign 
- Make marks which they 
represent as their name  
 
 
 

- Handle books with care  
- Retell and represent 
elements of known stories 
-Group words with matching 
initial sounds  
- Know that English print is 
read from left to right and 
top to bottom  
-Make marks during play and 
assign meaning relevant to 
their play and talk  
 
 
 

- Identify familiar characters 
and setting within illustrations  
- Write and recognise their own 
name  
- Understand when pairs of 
words rhyme  
-Clap out newly introduced 
vocabulary to show syllable 
awareness  
- Make simple inferences of 
texts 
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- Use props, provided by the teacher, to 
support retells of familiar stories. 
- Make predictions based on clues provided 
by the teacher. 
- Hear and write the initial sounds of words, 
sorting objects retrospectively  
- Sing the alphabet song and know that each 
of these letter names has a corresponding 
sound. 
- Say and recognise the first 20 GPC’s 
correctly  
- Practise sounding out and blending CVC 
words as part of phonics lessons. 
- Understand that taught sounds will have a 
corresponding grapheme of one or more 
letters. 
- Use writing during play when explicit 
opportunities are provided (lists, orders, 
instructions etc.).  
-Make use of the in class message centre to 
write secret codes alongside play. 
- Begin to be aware of what makes a tricky 
word tricky.  
- Remember the 6 words which make up 
Allscott school values and talk about them 
as a class. 

- Turn pages by sliding an individual 
page. 
- Form their name’s capital letter. 
- Use newly learnt vocabulary from 
drawing club within their play.  
- Identify when a pair of words 
rhyme and then add a third word 
which also rhymes. 
- Say and recognise the next 16 
GPC’s correctly  
-Read words with s /s/ (hats sits), 
/z/ (bags his), added at the end  
- Know what digraphs and trigraphs 
are and begin to learn a selection 
and the letter names involved. 
- Blend sounds to read  
- Know the Little Wandle letter 
formation mnemonics for each 
letter taught 
- When writing multiple words, use 
a finger space between them. With 
a manipulative for support if 
needed. 
- Use colourful semantics to create 
sentences that make sense  
- Understand and explain story 
contents (beginning, middle and 
end) 

 
- Consistently use newly learnt 
vocabulary from drawing club 
within their play, using actions 
to support new vocabulary.  
- Know and use the first Phase 
3 GPC’s within their reading 
and writing 
-Read words with double 
letters  
-Reading longer words 
correctly using taught 
methods 
- Confidently reading simple 
phrases and sentences made 
up of known letter-sound 
correspondence  
- Form lower case and capital 
letters correctly, using a 
grapheme chart if required  
- Write and create short 
sentences using a capital letter 
and full stop.  
-Make predictions based on 
what has been read to them 
from stories, making use of 
the front cover and blurb  

 
- Know all phase 3 graphemes, 
using them in their reading and 
writing  
- Read words with two or more 
diagraphs 
-Reading longer words using 
taught methods 
- Reading words ending in – ing – 
s- es /z/  
- When at play children will use 
direct quotations  
- Complete rhyming pairs within 
sentences 
-Sequence stories successfully 
using pictures and props to 
support, creating story paths and 
maps to support retelling 
- Anticipate events in well known 
stories  
- Use the message centre within 
play to support writing for play 
and joy.  
- Recognise names of teachers 
and other significant adults within 
school.  
 - follow specific sentence 
structure to ensure sentences 
make sense (colourful semantics)  

 
 
- Reading words with short 
vowel sounds as part of 
phonics teaching  
- Retell stories within play 
and use narratives within 
small world and role play 
Make predictions of texts 
based in their understanding 
of the world around them  
- Recognise the written 
names of their peers 
- Recognise the key words 
that make up Allscott’s 
Values 
- Write sentences with capital 
letters, finger spaces and full 
stops.  

 
 
 
- Reading words with long 
vowel sounds as part of 
phonics teaching 
- Reading phase 4 words ending 
in – s /s/, -s /z/z, -es 
- Understand Allscott’s school 
values and can discuss how 
they can embody them  
-Continue rhyming strings 
- Read all taught tricky words 
and understand what makes 
them ‘tricky’ 
- Use blending skills to read a 
group of words and decode this 
as a sentence  
-Show a clear understanding of 
what they have read by 
answering questions asked by 
the teacher and their peers.  
- Consistently write sentences 
that can be read back by 
themselves and make sense.  

Early Learning Goal Comprehension Word Reading Writing 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.  
• Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories.  
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, 
nonfiction, rhymes and poems and during role play. 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.  
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.  
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, and some common exception words.  

• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the 
sounds with a letter or letters.  
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

Mathematics  

• Number 

• Numerical 
Patterns 

 
Nursery  
Reception 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Know colours red, blue, yellow, green and 
purple.  
- Mix colours  
- Be able to match by colour. Shape and 
pairs of objects 
- Match number shapes and patterns 
- Be able to create patterns using big and 
small  
- To sort objects by colour, size and shape  
- Talk with a teacher about sorting rules  
- Look at the number 1, subitising, numeral 
and counting in 1’s  
 
- Understanding the composition of number 
to 5, using concrete objects  
- Subitise amounts to 5  

- Show a growing understanding of 
the number 2, subitising with dice 
patterns, random patterns, and 
sizes 
- Using counting in play  
-Recognise the numerals 1 and 2 
- Understand patterns, extending 
readymade patterns using AB 
- Extend patterns of ABC using 
loose parts and concrete objects  
- Talk with a teacher and peers to 
discuss a familiar route, using 
vocabulary to support such as ‘in 
front’ and ‘behind’  
 

- Be able to subitise 3,4 and 5  
- Enjoy the story the three 
little pigs to become familiar 
with number in everyday use  
-Counting using one number 
name to one object 
-Recognise numerals for 
numbers 3, 4 and 5.  
-Name and use shape in play: 
triangles, squares, rectangles 
and pentagon.  
-Use concrete objects to 
explore the composition on 
number 3, 4 and 5 
 

- Introduction of number 6 and 
recognising the numeral  
- Use a ten frame to support 
learning about number 
-Talk with an adult to discuss 
height and length using taught 
vocabulary  
- Discuss mass as part of play in 
role play and small world play 
-Use the sand and water 
continuous provision to support 
the language of capacity 
 
- Know that a double is when a 
number is added to itself. 
- Solve double problems using 
concrete objects and supports 

- Know colours red, blue, 
yellow, green and purple.  
- Be able to sequence 
numbers to 5  
- Use Positional language 
accurately in small work 
groups and within play 
- Explore the language of 
comparison: more 
than/fewer than 
- Name and understand 2D 
and 3D shapes and use these 
to create patterns and 
pictures, selecting shapes for 
a particular purpose  
 

- Understand composition of 
number 1 to 5 and use this 
knowledge within play  
-  Using concrete objects to 
work our number problems 
such as what comes after and 
what comes before 
- Recognise number 1 to 5 and 
create their own 
representations of these  
 
 
- Recall some number bonds 
for the numbers 6-10, including 
subtraction facts. 
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- Name and recognise the 2D shapes, circle, 
triangle, square, rectangle and pentagon  
-Recognise numerals to 5, forming them 
correctly and creating their own pictorial 
representations 
- Count objects confidently using the 1:1 
principle  
- Understand that the end number of a 
counting sequence is the final amount and 
that this does not change  
-Count to 10 and back to 0, using recall and 
the use of manipulatives 
-Continue repeating patters which have 
been created by teachers and their peers  
-Know and recall my number pairs to 5 
- Create repeating patterns with three 
variables, using colours, shapes and 
manipulatives. 

- Experiment with addition using 
concrete and pictorial 
representatives 
- Understand and use the language 
of addition and symbols used in 
sums  
- Continue to use manipulatives to 
identify number bonds for 6-10 
and begin to memorise these. 
- Count two groups of objects and 
state the total of each. 
- Match numerals, words, and 
quantities for the numbers 1-10. 
- Share amounts up to 20 into 2 
equal groups as a class or during 
play. 
- Know that equal numbers can be 
shared into 2 equal groups and odd 
numbers have an ‘odd one’. 
- Use ‘-est’ words when talking 
about lengths, weights and 
capacities. 
- Estimate quantities without the 
use of known facts. 
 
 
 

- Experiment with subtraction 
using concrete and pictorial 
representatives 
- Understand and use the 
language of subtraction and 
symbols used in sums  
- Use manipulatives to solve 
subtraction problems by 
taking away amounts from 
numbers up to 20. 
- Subitise numbers up to 5 
speedily where amounts are 
represented pictorially or 
through manipulatives. 
- Write any number from 1-10 
using the correct digit 
formation. 
- Count to 20 from 0 and back 
to 0 from teen numbers. 
- Find odd and even numbers 
through equal sharing and 
recalling prior modelling. 
- Base estimations on known 
facts  
 
 

such as Hungarian frames and ten 
frames  
- Match numerals, words and 
quantities for any number up to 
20. 
- Use a number line to recognise 
‘one more’ and ‘one less’ for 
numbers up to 20. 
- Use ordinal numbers during play 
and when discussing dates and 
race results. 
- Order multiple lengths, weight, 
and capacities from 
shortest/lightest/emptiest to 
longest/heaviest/fullest. 
- Talk about the shapes they can 
see in their learning environment.  
- Understand the difference and 
similarities of 2D and 3D shapes  

- Use ten frames and 
Hungarian frames to count 
numbers between 5 and 10 
speedily. 
- Count beyond 20 from any 
number and back to 0 from 
any number up to 20. 
- Create repeating patterns – 
beyond AB – using shapes 
and other manipulatives. 
- Know the odd and even 
numbers up to 10 from 
memory. 
- Make sensible estimations 
when studying groups of 
objects and then compare 
these to actual amounts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Match numerals and words to 
quantities beyond 20 by 
counting to this amount. 
- Instantly recall ‘one more’ and 
‘one less’ than any number up 
to 20. 
- Use both cardinal and ordinal 
numbers when counting and 
ordering. 
- Use the language ‘greater 
than’ and ‘less than’ when 
comparing quantities. 
- Recall double facts for 
numbers 1-5 from memory. 
- Share objects up to 20 into 
equal groups and decide what 
should be done with any left 
over. 
- Compare lengths, weights and 
capacities using ‘-er’ words as 
well as ‘-est’. 

Early Learning Goal Number Numerical Patterns 

• Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number.  
• Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5.  
• Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) 
and some number bonds to 10, including double facts 

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system.  
• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or 
the same as the other quantity.  
• Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how 
quantities can be distributed equally 

Understanding the 
World 

• Past and 
Present 

• People, Culture 
and 
Communities 

• The Natural 
World 

 
Nursery  
Reception 

- Knows the 5 days of our school week. 
- Identifies changes in humans over time 
using examples in their own lives. 
- Talks with a teacher about the changes 
they can see in themselves over time. 
- Talk about special events, other than 
birthdays, they have attended or celebrated. 
- Explores home corners in their play  
- Talks about the physical features of our 
school. 
- Groups animals in different ways (legs, size, 
shape etc.). 
- Knows what is meant by ‘heated’ and 
‘cooled’ and how this can be done. 
- Know what plants need to grow. 
 
 
- Knows the date of their birthday and this 
does not change. 
- Knows the names of and recognises 
members of the school’s pastoral team. 

- Uses loose parts to create 
representations of maps. 
- Talk about what play they want to 
complete next 
- Meets and talks with members of 
the school’s Student Parliament. 
- Talks about the key features of 
autumn (weather, what we can see 
etc.). 
- Talks about what they can see in 
the school grounds. 
- Talks about the names for 
different materials with a teacher. 
- Can name the 7 days of the week 
in order. 
- Can name religious festivals 
celebrated, over more than one 
religion. 
 
 

- Know the name of and 
recognise the school’s 
Headteacher. 
- Compares their life outside 
of school with their peers. 
- Creates maps of their 
classroom and other parts of 
the school which are 
significant to them. 
- Identifies recyclable 
materials independently. 
- Suggests materials to heat 
and cool. 
- Knows the difference 
between events which have, 
and which have yet occurred. 
- Talks to their teacher about 
events in the recent past.  
- Identifies the changes which 
have taken place since they 
were one. 

- Spots changes in the natural 
world over time. 
- Talk about their play, attempting 
to use the past and future tense. 
-Learn about religious 
celebrations from those who 
celebrate them. 
- Knows their place in relation to 
the whole-school community. 
- Talks about the key features of 
spring (weather, what we can see 
etc.). 
- Help plant and care for seeds 
until they grow. 
- Talks about what they can see as 
they explore our local area. 
- Identifies different types of 
materials. 
- Uses examples in school to 
identify changes in plants and 
animals.  

- Knows the days of the week 
and which days make up the 
weekend. 
- Knows that plants and animals 
grow and change over time and 
can describe these changes. 
- Knows that special events are 
celebrated by different people. 
- Shares their in-school and at-
home experiences with others. 
- Verbally labels parts of maps 
which they have created. 
- Understands how to respect 
our outdoor areas. 
- Observes changes to materials 
when they are heated and 
cooled. 
 
- Knows how we can care for 
different animals, including 
pets and animals in the wild. 
- Studies images of children 
their age learning and playing 

- Consciously attempts to talk 
in the correct tense when 
speaking about events in their 
life. 
- Talk about what they have 
done, are doing and will do in 
the immediate past, present 
and future. 
- Identifies changes in 
themselves over short periods 
of time. 
- Names and talks about 
religious and cultural 
celebrations. 
- Talks about the key features 
of summer (weather, what we 
can see etc.). 
- Names the basic features of 
plants. 
- Describes our local 
environment using age-
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- Plays with friends and discovers shared 
interests through this play.  
- Knows the impact of littering on the local 
environment and the wider world. 
- Carries out experiments with their teacher 
to study changes in materials when heated 
and cooled. 
- Looks back at their life before Reception 
and how their routines and experiences 
have changed. 
 
 
 
 
 

- Knows when, how and why 
different religious festivals are 
celebrated during the year. 
- Follow maps of the school and 
the local areas within the 
community. 
- Identifies changes over time to 
objects in the world around them 
(ice, plants, food etc.). 
- Talk with teachers about personal 
events which they consider to be 
significant 
- Knows multiple religions and 
celebrations observed by these 
religions and begins to make 
comparisons. 
- Talks about the season of autumn 
using key vocabulary and compares 
it to other seasons. 
- Describe the features of our local 
area using age-appropriate 
vocabulary (pavements, shops, 
parks etc.). 
- Talks about properties of different 
materials using their own 
vocabulary to describe them 

 
- Study images from the past 
and present to identify 
changes to the natural world 
over time. 
- When talking about the past 
and future, uses ‘yesterday’ 
and ‘tomorrow’ mostly 
accurately. 
 

- Names features of different 
animals (diet, body parts etc.). 
- Knows what a life cycle is and can 
describe a simple cycle. 

 
- Compare different types of 
plants in and around school and 
throughout the local area. 
 

in different parts of the 
world. 
 

appropriate vocabulary (roads, 
houses, trees, grass etc,). 
- Plays and builds with a variety 
of materials. 
 
- Looks back at their life before 
Reception and how their 
routines and experiences have 
changed. 
 

Early Learning Goal  Past and Present People, Culture and Communities The Natural World 

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.  
• Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been read in class.  
• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read 
in class and storytelling.  

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.  
• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and 
cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class.  
• Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and 
life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

• Explore the natural world around them, making observations and 
drawing pictures of animals and plants.  
• Know some similarities and differences between the natural world 
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class.  
• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural 
world around them, including the seasons and changing states of 
matter 

Expressive Arts and 
Design  

• Creating with 
Materials 

• Being 
Imaginative and 
Expressive 

 
Nursery  
Reception  

-Can hold a paint brush in the palm of their 
hand.  
-Use large blocks or sponges to print, using 
different colours. 
-Draws faces with features and draws 
enclosed spaces, giving meaning. 
-Uses various construction materials to build 
structures, e.g. joining pieces, stacking 
vertically and horizontally, balancing.  
-Listen to songs, joining in with some signs, 
being sung by a teacher or peers.  
-Hums and makes sounds when listening to 
songs. 
-Experiment with a variety of musical 
instruments  
-Start to re-enact familiar stories. 
 
-Explore colour mixing through a variety of 
mediums eg. Powder paint, water colour, 
puddle painting.  

-Can hold a paint brush in the palm 
of their hand, with some control.  
-Use sculpture to support making 
enclosures and creating spaces.  
-Create a collage of an object or 
person.  
-Join in whole class sing and sign 
activities and sing repeated 
refrains.  
-Assign roles to loose-part 
materials as part of their play.  
 
 
-Develop tripod grip by 
experiencing fine motor 
strengthening activities.  
-Hold a paintbrush with increasing 
control.  
-Experiment with different textures 
of stamps and materials to print 
on.  

-Mix colours and talk about 
the process.  
-Begin to print with a range of 
large objects eg. Potatoes, 
sponges, 3D shapes.  
-Uses tools for a purpose, eg 
playdough tools to make 
patterns and shapes, or cello 
tape to join junk modelling 
materials. 
-Copy an adult when shown 
simple beat.  
-Dress up and role-play as 
different characters and 
people in our community. 
 
Experiment how adding black 
and white can deepen and 
lighten a colour.  
-Printing objects to make a 
pattern or picture. Draws 

-Can choose a thick or thin paint 
brush to help them paint. 
-Children are able to draw simple 
things from memory, eg. Their 
house, a flower, an animal.  
-Sing in a group, trying to keep in 
time with the music.  
-Use different instruments to 
make different sounds, e.g loud 
noises, quiet noises. 
-Explore a range of musical 
instruments, singing and playing.   
 
-Colour match to a specific colour 
and shade.  
-Hold a paintbrush (or chosen 
tool) using a tripod grip.  
-Create patterns or meaningful 
pictures when printing. 
-Draws with more precision and 
creates an image which is 

-Able to mix primary colours 
to make secondary colours 
and name them. 
-Can use thick brushes to add 
some detail. 
-Draws potato people (no 
neck or body). 
-Express how music makes 
them feel through dance and 
movement.  
-Re-enact a familiar tale, with 
planned actions and 
movements. 
 
-Select/mix specific colours 
and medium to paint with. 
-Understands how colours 
can relate to feelings, 
temperature and setting. 
-Hold a paintbrush or chosen 
mark making tool with a 

-Use thick and thin brushes to 
add detail to a creation.  
-Print with small blocks, small 
sponges, fruit, shapes, and 
other resources. 
-Draws faces with features and 
draws with purpose and can 
explain their drawings. 
-Experience an array of 
materials and experiment with 
different tools when sculpting. 
-Sing routine songs, nursery 
rhymes and seasonal songs as 
part of a class. 
-Explore music and can follow a 
modelled rhythmic pattern. 
-Share their opinions on the 
books they read, the music 
they hear and the experiences 
they encounter. 
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-Hold a paintbrush or chunky mark making 
tool with the child’s chosen grip.  
-Begins to print with purpose.  
-Draws things that they observe eg. A 
flower. 
-Shape and model different sculptures, eg. 
Playdough, clay, junk modelling.  
-Sing a wide range of songs to themselves, 
often creating their own songs and words.  
-Move and dance to music in different ways, 
e.g. skipping, swaying, jumping, rolling into 
dance movements.  
-Use their imagination to turn the everyday 
into the extraordinary, e.g. turning a box 
into a farmyard.  
 

-Prints a repeated pattern which 
could alternate in shape, size, or 
colour. 
-Draws objects and events from 
memory eg. Weekend news or a 
recount of an event. 
-Explore a different range of 3D 
work; clay, dough, boxes, wire, 
paper sculpture, mod roc.  
-Know a wide range of songs 
including nursery rhymes, rules, 
and routine songs. 
-Perform in the Reception 
Christmas Production and sing as 
part of a chorus, to an audience. 
 

bodies of an appropriate size 
for what they are drawing. 
-Can explain a drawing and 
use their knowledge of shape 
to influence the structure of 
the artwork. 
-Explore a wide range of mark 
making materials and tools.  
-Work as a group with the 
support of a teacher to create 
a 3D model or structure. 
-Sing in a group, matching 
pitch and following melody 
with their peers.  
-Choose instruments/sounds 
for their own imaginative 
purposes, e.g., a shaker to 
represent rain. a drum to 
represent a dinosaur.  
-Immerse themselves in 
creating different characters 
and personas when at play.  

identifiable. 
-Chose a mark making tool with a 
purpose in mind and create the 
planned image. 
-Imagine and plan a 3D sculpture 
to make.  
-Sing by themselves, matching 
pitch and following melody. 
-Listen to a song and create their 
own dance movements.   
 

tripod grip and use with 
control and precision. 
-Paints a picture with 
purpose and control.  
-Can improve their painting 
by editing colours at adding 
additional detail.  
-Print on top of previous 
work to explore different 
printing tools and colours.  
-Creates a pattern with 
smaller, more intricate 
stamps and materials. 
-Draws in response to their 
feelings. 
-Interpret music through a 
planned, sequenced dance 
routine as part of a group. 
-Use instruments to add 
interest when telling a story.  
 

-Know the primary colours and 
the combinations required to 
produce desired secondary 
colours. 
-Independently select 
additional tools (stamps, rollers 
etc) to improve their painting. 
-Draws with detail (bodies with 
sausage limbs and additional 
features.)  
-Draws self-portraits, 
landscapes, and 
buildings/cityscapes. 
-Sculpt using a vast array of 
tools and materials. 
-Compose music, using a 
variety of instruments, which 
explore tempo, pitch, dynamics 
and timbre. 
-Critique the expressive work of 
others using appropriate 
vocabulary. 

Early Learning Goal  Creating with Materials Being Imaginative and Expressive 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and 
function.  
• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.  
• Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.  
• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.  
• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with 
music. 

 

 Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B Cycle A Cycle B  

 Becoming Me Who Am I? Going 
Somewhere… 

Yuck! 
 

Back in Time! Oliver 
Jeffers 

Let’s Get 
Growing! 

Spring has 
Sprung!  

Julia 
Donaldson  

Around 
the World. 

Our 
Favourite 

Things  

Where Have I 
been? 

 

 


